
•  The Huntley Area Public Library is currently operating 
well beyond its design capacity due to a rapid 
increase in its service population. 

•  Over the past 19 years, the Library District’s service 
population has grown from 3,900 to more than 
40,000. Subdivisions like Sun City and Talamore did 
not exist when the library was built. 

•  As of 2017, the Huntley Area Public Library was the 
third smallest library in Illinois on a per-capita basis.

•  Three used trailers, which were purchased about 
eight years ago, do not come close to addressing the 
library’s space needs. The temporary trailers are also 
reaching the end of their useful lives.

•  If additional permanent space is not created, the 
Children’s Area and programming space will need to 
be moved back into the already overcrowded main 
part of the library. 

•  The Huntley Area Public Library is very busy. More 
than 227,000 people stepped through the doors of 
our library last year. In fact, library patrons checked 
out more than 678,000 items and participated in more 
than 1,000 programs and events last year. 

•  There is currently no room to expand the collection, 
meet existing and future programming needs, and 
address other basic library needs like offering quiet 
study/reading spaces. 

•  Children and adults are often turned away from 
programs at the library because they are at capacity.

•  The Children’s Area currently has an occupancy 
limit of 12. 

•  The current proposal calls for adding about 16,500 
square feet of space and renovating the building. 

•  Every effort would be made to match the current 
architecture, providing a seamless appearance.

•  The estimated tax impact of the proposed 
$12.9 million bond measure is $2.07 per month 
per $100,000 of a home’s market value, or about 
$24.80 per year.

•  All spending associated with the Library District’s 
bond measure would be publicly disclosed.

JUST THE FACTS
Preliminary Elevation of the Proposed Addition to Huntley Area Public Library

Proposed Site Plan

Proposed Floor Plan & Additi onal Details 
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Program Room(s): This would be a permanent space 
for programming, designed as a large, mul� -func� onal 
space that could be divided into three rooms. When fully 
open, the space could accommodate up to 150 people. 

Drive-Thru Window: A 
key feature of the improved 
library would be a service 
window (drive-thru) to 
accommodate a variety of 
user needs. Patrons could 
drop off  or pick up books 
and materials from 
their vehicle. 

Quiet Reading Room: An exis� ng space within the 
library would be reconfi gured to create a room specifi cally 
for quiet reading and study. This area of the library already 
features a fi replace and would include new comfortable 
sea� ng that is conducive to dedicated work and study. 
Patrons would also have easy access to magazines and 
newspapers in this area.

Collabora� on and Small 
Study Rooms: These 
spaces would allow students, 
local businesses, job seekers 
and others to communicate 
through digital mee� ng 
pla� orms and collabora� ve 
online programs.

Technology Space and Digital Crea� on Areas: These 
spaces would provide opportuni� es to learn digital literacy 
skills and create digital content. The rooms would also be used 
for computer classes, job skills training, hobby classes and 
related programming.

Welcome Desk: This 
space would be the fi rst stop 
for people needing direc� onal 
guidance related to programming 
or access to resources 
and services. 

Circula� on and Reference: 
This is the primary checkout and 
service desk in the library.

Fic� on and Nonfi c� on: Most of 
the library’s books would be in this 
area. Fic� on materials would be closer 
to the front of the library to facilitate 
quicker access to popular materials.

Staff  Work Areas: These are basic staff  areas for 
day-to-day opera� ons and behind-the-scenes services, 
including processing new materials for patron use.

PROPOSED FLOOR PLAN

Teen Area: A safe place
for teens to study, access 
tutoring and collaborate 
would be part of the 
improvements.
 

Local History and Friends 
Founda� on: 
This space would be used for local 
history and genealogy research. The 
Corner Book Sales by the Friends 
Founda� on, the organiza� on that 
helps provide funding for library 
programs and materials, would also 
operate out of this area. 

Community Hub: This area would be a 
mingling place for everyone. So�  sea� ng and open 
study spaces would be available for groups and 
individuals seeking an open and invi� ng library space. 
Movies and music for checkout would be available in 
this area, along with a vending/refreshment area.

Reading Terrace: A secure outdoor reading and programming 
space that faces east toward the neighboring park would 
be created. 

Children’s Library: This permanent space would 
hold children’s materials and technology, providing an 
environment specifi cally designed for young people, as 
well as a children’s service desk. A family restroom would 
be easily accessible here.


